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The Bamboo Beacon 

Newspaper 

American Community School 

Saigon, South Vietnam 

 

The Bamboo Beacon was the first newspaper (following the former newsletter The 

Foxy Chronicle) of the American Community School. The first issue was published 

on Friday September 15, 1961. It continued to be published every two weeks during 

the school year, until the school’s closing in 1965. The newspaper reported school 

news, social events, sports, a book corner, feature articles about South Vietnam, 

original poems, and humor. 

 

Originally The Foxy Chronicle and Bamboo Beacon circulation included only the 

High School (grads 9 – 12). In November 1961, subscriptions were extended to the 

7
th

 and 8
th

 grades, and their representatives were invited to join the staff. 

 

The Bamboo Beacon usually consisted of six double columned pages. The copy was 

typed and run off by hand on the school’s ditto duplicator. 

 

The name Bamboo Beacon was selected by the staff in hopes the name would 

symbolize to the students a staunch light ever ready to serve them. 

 

This book contains copies of the original Bamboo Beacon newspapers, saved by 

Burton Parker, who served on the staff. 

 

Below are: 

 

Vol. 1, No. 7 – January 19, 1962 

Vol. 1, No. 8 – February 27, 1962 

Vol. 1, No. 9 – April 06, 1962 

 

I’m sure you’ll find them very interesting reading. Enjoy! 

 

Note: Use the ‘zoom in/out’ tool at the top on the tool bar for easier reading. 

 

Note: Page Numbers are inconsistent in these issues. This probably was a result of 

pages being typed on different dates prior to actual printing and distribution of the 

paper. Therefore, the latest date of the pages in an issue has been used as the 

publication date. 
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Vol. 1, No. 8 – February 27, 1962 
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Vol. 1, No. 9 – April 6, 1962 
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Recommended Reading 

 

My Father the Spy: An Investigative Memoir 

 

Saigon Station 

 

Escape From Saigon: How a Vietnam War Orphan Became an American Boy  

 

Diplomatic Wanderings: From Saigon to the South Seas 

 

Vietnam, A Memoir: Saigon Cop 

 

In Pharaoh's Army: Memories of the Lost War 

 

Up Country 

 

Third Culture Kids: The Experience of Growing Up Among Worlds (Second 

Revised Edition) 

 

 

Sponsors 
 

Please support our sponsors, as they support us by making Saigon Kids and American 

Community School web site and community available to all Saigon Kids … Free. 

 

Amazon 

 

Silverfox Company 

 

Hypnosis Downloads 

 

10 Million Clicks For PEACE 

 

 

Resources 

 

Host Gator – Web Hosting – Unlimited Sites 

 

Aweber  - Unlimited Autoresponders – Free Test Drive 

 

http://www.aweber.com/?295426
http://secure.hostgator.com/cgi-bin/affiliates/clickthru.cgi?id=bobert32
http://www.tenmillionclicksforpeace.org/?sid=34970c44ASe8532Mm06725475
http://www.hypnosisdownloads.com/?2067
http://www.silverfoxtradingpost.com/
http://www.amazon.com/?%5Fencoding=UTF8&tag=saigkidsamerc-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1857882954?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1857882954?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0446177938?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0446177938?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0679760237?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0595365949?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1860649408?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1860649408?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0374400237?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0595293840?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0595293840?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0060510366?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3a=0060510366
http://www.aweber.com/?295426
http://secure.hostgator.com/cgi-bin/affiliates/clickthru.cgi?id=bobert32
http://www.tenmillionclicksforpeace.org/?sid=34970c44ASe8532Mm06725475
http://www.hypnosisdownloads.com/?2067
http://www.silverfoxtradingpost.com/
http://www.amazon.com/?%5Fencoding=UTF8&tag=saigkidsamerc-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1857882954?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1857882954?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0446177938?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0446177938?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0679760237?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0595365949?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1860649408?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1860649408?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0374400237?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0595293840?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0595293840?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0060510366?tag=saigkidsamerc-20&camp=15041&creative=373501&link_code=as3a=0060510366

