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The Bamboo Beacon
Newspaper
American Community School
Saigon, South Vietnam

The Bamboo Beacon was the first newspaper (following the former newsletter The
Foxy Chronicle) of the American Community School. The first issue was published
on Friday September 15, 1961. It continued to be published every two weeks during
the school year, until the school’s closing in 1965. The newspaper reported school
news, social events, sports, a book corner, feature articles about South Vietnam,
original poems, and humor.

Originally The Foxy Chronicle and Bamboo Beacon circulation included only the
High School (grads 9 — 12). In November 1961, subscriptions were extended to the
7™ and 8™ grades, and their representatives were invited to join the staff.

The Bamboo Beacon usually consisted of six double columned pages. The copy was
typed and run off by hand on the school’s ditto duplicator.

The name Bamboo Beacon was selected by the staff in hopes the name would
symbolize to the students a staunch light ever ready to serve them.

This book contains copies of the original Bamboo Beacon newspapers, saved by
Burton Parker, who served on the staff.

Below are:

Vol. 1, No. 1 — September 15, 1961

Vol. 1, No. 1 (should be No. 2) — October 6, 1961

Vol. 1, No. 3 — October 13, 1961

Vol. 1, No. 4 — November 3, 1961

Vol. 1, No. 5§ - December 7, 1961

Vol. 1, No. 6 (not marked) — Christmas Edition 1961 (not dated)

I’m sure you’ll find them very interesting reading. Enjoy!

Note: Use the ‘zoom in/out’ tool at the top on the tool bar for easier reading.
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Banboo Beacon Page & F: idey, September 15,1961
FAST TWENTS cont.
1ast Saturday the Malone sisters SIMTE MY

Had a perby ut which sveryone enjoyed Sixisen
§ Ehs meelues, sspeclally Lance, Sees and lal 3us,
1 Ftls Listens and siphs,
i st Slseps and ¢ 2id,
LOVE LORY COLUE i Aehgs and heUS8,
{ Dear Higs Seemare; Stretehas @ i Lives,
H How can I forpet a boy? I have And hopefully walts.
| teled everytiing bub nothitp seems Qarolyn Jehulan
! 4o help. AP partic I end uy fseling % WA

soremy for myself, so I Jjust don’t go.

I'm hfsoning a pefupse fron manhood-— BAKE ol

and 1 don't tike it. Thab can I do? ANOTHIR f",LL -()l"]“

5%111 ranenmbers
Ons of !ine more lusrative
i Dear SLL1L Remerbers, ways of earn:ng money for school
Spap out of it and quit fesling activities ir ocur BAKE SALE.

sorry for yourself, Yhat seally is . psfore '.")-oo- .me at the Tuea=

happeninp is thatl yvou're harting your- - dey Sale, everything wog ORE-—--

soli all the more since you are not jopcorn balle, eoo:u.'s, cik68, and =
v ally trving to forgst this boy. - “anndies. Conplaints from the ;
| Be socdsbtls ind start soin: out with hunpery atuds who were turnad

the pirls and ‘30‘( 3. Play some sporty, sway without 4 morsel ars an g

g0 cut on a plepic. Lf thore aven't vitation to !ave a bigper and
| any boys 19 date do somebbing with peLler sale—---suont
i the girlas. #ix in anobhsr grouk.
i Htiss Sse 1016
{ i N
| Desp "Yiss Secnore,
7, 1 Like a girl very suci. How i ot (O TN o ) U _—
| will I ask Her for a dabe? I'ma

very shy Loy High School issaubly Sepb.,d
i Shy Boy Fep Squad { 10:00 ) Seit ;16
i oear Shy Boy. i Gecko heho

Yeulye poiny Lo bave 1O get Up ‘ fegord H p {B:00pa1s) BEELo, 10

! your nerve to ask her for 1 date. :
i ‘]‘Hm_ “hen ste ssems lLike she's Sedence Cho 7330 peined Seibo 20

inberested in you, ask for ancther
biidates oAb isn’t renlly bhe; bard.
Miss Ssaiore

B

{ The Thite « prior Sertio il
{ The Vidsurd  Bagdad
! (8200 ; n.} SRl 0 |
i o e ‘-
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Vol. 1, No. 1 (2) — October 6, 1961
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f Community Hish School

B s e—— u—\-vj".
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STUDEST

NEW HOUHS ?

The new hours affect. g grades Sinc
3 through 12 ares 9:30=17 :45 and Lhe Student Joucil b
and afternoon session frea 2:00 to and there willmore.

b cesteld #@r

1€ hours i lany bhly |

7
LU
Ll b e
L “rgu

aRout

P
|
i this, or K !
i rest of t
will have to
| o woukd 13 NOON - :
first i
} Unfortuns ¢
i ilurs by the ma-
i That's *¢

1ot of

Bef
activity 5
ake up his mind to
he won't, one can
staff hopes to
2y

X
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Note: Numbered and dated incorrectly. It should be Page 6 — Oct. 6, 1961
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Vol. 1, No. 3 — October 13, 1961

Vol. 1 No. 3.

Published by the American Comaunity High School Saigon , So Vi etnam

Friday, Oct. 13 ,1961

MISS MARY DALE ARMISTEAD

Congratulations to Miss Mary
Dale Armistead and Mr. Philip ‘oster,
upon their marriage; and to Mrs.
Armistead, a well liked prads
school teacher, who is the lucky
mother of the bride. The wedding
dress for the beautiful bride was
exquisite, Mrs., Armisteadi

Kol

HONG KONG

On Thursday, September 2, five
of the teenagers left Saigon {irport
for Hong Kong on a special flight.
They were: Angel Wesselho$f, fan
Fox, Kris Walther, and Sarah sad
Barbara Bush.

They came back loaded dowa
with goods in the evening of Cotober
5., It seems that they had a lot of
fun, Don't you wish that you could
have gons too?

3 C.M,

GECKO ECHO

After nemt Saturday if there
is no more enthuiiam toward the club
than there has bien, in all probability
it will be disbaided. W& have found
that it is too mich work to put out
for the amount ¢’ support we get.

If you want shis club to continue
everyone of you mst give us your
support on Saturiay, you hear?

TALENT SHOW :
The high schaol try-oute for the

Talents Show aftsr was a roaring
success. Exactly three people turned
up: Bobbie Sheeilan, The Chairman
of the Talent Shtow; Dini Haznam, her
assistant; and rﬁ, who reported on
it. i

15
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Friday, Oct.. 13,1961

VIETNAM

During the past few mc 1bhs hsad-
lines back in the States | ive ranted
and raved about the "Red /:tack Feap-
ed in South Vietnam",

The people back home ¢ 7 naturally
worried. I keep recelvin; letters from|
friends and relatibes ask 2 me when
I'm coming home. They ke: i wanting to
know what's happening and if it's as
bad as the newspapers make it to be.

"ell, what I gather frcu what I've
read is that although the:, the editors
don'{ agres on a specific date, they
do seem to stick to two m: in points,
The first is that the Com unists will
try to set up a rival gov: rnment to
Diem's in northern South ° istnam; and
the second is that the intasion will
come from both the Laos ar 4 North
Vietnamese borders. Ome ! rticle, by
Fred S, Hoffman, said tha' the Commun-—
ist guerillas were bringi: 4 men and
supplies into Vietnam ove: the five
main trails from Laos and 1lso from
a big base in "neutral’ ¢ mbodia, On
the other hand, he says tiat the U.S,
has just stepped up its f ow of com-
mupications gear and obhe aids to
help ward off the "prash o Communist
raids.”

In another article, R
andPaul Scott stated that
300,000 man army ( compar
probable 170,000 man army
armed with the latest Sov
i.@., heavy artillery and
guns. They also said the
happens between Septimber
of the national elections
Germany, and October 21
the Soviet Communist Part Congress in
loscow, nothing will happ a for at

bert S, Allen
Ho Chi. Minh's
d to Diem's
Was now

&t squipment,
rocket~-firing
if nothing
17, the dats
in West

e opening of

From all these sourss and the
many runors, it sounds as if some-
thing is goiig to happen after the
rainy ssason is over, According to
these same sources, it roesn't. seem
that the si uation can stay as un'-
certain as i: is much longer, but as
Oné expert siid, in the case of in-
vasion, "I t.ink the Scuth Vietnamese
will be in a bad way, but they can

hold theiy o
FOI“‘

GIVE THEM A CHANCH % 8
Whethsr i:'s an argunent about the
‘baseball teim, the failurae of the
Student Couicil, or comj.laints of the
smoking rulss, thers are always some
students that start criticizing our
principal aad School Boar d.

I don't think some ha s really
sat dogn ari thought of the innumer-
able ways cur principal haic tried
tomake our nigh school a bstier one 5
more stable place to spend cur school
hours....ttat's one thing that many
of us ssem to forget: that sclool is |
for studyirz, But our principul and
School board have displdyed such a
profound and true interest in oy
welfare ( they have even invited -
students tc¢ the Board mesting), t.af
they have taken pains and hours of
hard work to try to establish « i
healthy anc enjoyable extra-curricul.c
activity program-—-— something never '
even attem ted in the history of
ACHS. The msmbers of the School !
Board give up many perscnal enjoyment
not because they have to » but because |
they want to help the highschoolers
establish the closest thing possible
to high sctools in the States,

least three or four month

Ldat Ccn‘f-ﬂ?

B
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Bamboo Beacon

. Page 5

Priday, Oct. 13, 1961

THE BOOK CORNER

e discussed the beginniigs of
books in our last issue and i this
igsue we want %o tell you som thing

ren and young people,

- Some of the first Known
ehildren were called "hornbeo 3" be-
cause they were simple lititle wooden
paddles on which were pasted esson
sheets. These sheets were cov red
with transparent horn and in [ eneral
were to teach the child his 1 tiers.
There still exists a little h rnbook
supposedly used by Queen Eliz beth.
These were not very entertain ng.

diers of the 17th and 18%th ce:
! lews sheets and "chapb
sold along with various trink ts.
"Chapbooks" were cheap little books
that could be bought for as 1 ttle as
a penny. They ran from 16 to 32 or

LZ}h&!‘iQSag

together but merely folded.
were the kind that childrem h wve
always liked - tales of adven ure and
heroes.

At the time, & highly re igious
movenent was gétiing underway and out
of this came some gloomy chil ren's
literature dwelling on death nd reli
gion. one great bock did come out of
this Puritan world, Jobm Buny n's
(1628-1688) "Pilgrim’s Progre s"
which is read by children fod y in a
modernized, briefer form.

In the New World, hornbo ks were
referred to as early as 1646 nd the
fanous "New England Primer"” a peared
in Boston arcund 1691. Again, the
enphasis was on the dreary, w . th long
discussions of tombs and tort res.

It remained for the Frem:'h %o
introduce gaiety into shildre s lit-
erature and around 1697 the w:ll-know

of books especially written £ v childd

ooks for

Next came the “chepmen", the peds

64 pages and usuwally were not stitcheq wooks exept "Robinson Crusoefs Un-
he storiegortunately, periaps, writers followin

These tales socn spread o other
countries and other languages and
are beloved by chiildren to this
day. The "Mother Goose" was printe
in England in 1729 and was followe
in 1765 by the first jukenile nogel
ever writien expressly for children,
"Goody Two Shoes", which supposedly
was writtem by Oliver Goldsmlth.
Another Famous children's book
which emerged from the Puritan era
was "Robiuson Crusce" by Daniel
Defom, published in 1719 when Defoe
was sixty years of age., In 1726,
Jonathan Swift wrote, "Gulliver's
Travels " which has been adepted by
children although it was intende d

for z;ultso o, e
~ Again, the French changed |
" course of cr
the sad and morbid with the publication
in 1762 of Rousscauf's, "Zmile".
tEmile" was a carefree fellowsthe gay
companion of his tutor, free of all

Rousseau turned back to moralizing in
childrents litereture, best exemplified
by a lady named laria Edgeworth (1767
18L8) whe wrote some of the first
books for children which contained
real plots and were firgt-rate stovyw
" telling. Our owr American contribubion
to this kind of children®s books was

s artha Farquharson (1828=~1909) who
srote £6 volumes aboub a plous little
noroine s wog either feinting or
erying comblomovsly, by nave of
tilsie Dinsmore!.

And so it is not until 1822 thabt
we come to the first of the modern
books for childmmy gay. entertaining
but instructive. Then came many fine
booksg—= "A Visit From St. Hicholas®
vhich is kuown to children sverywhere
as "The Night Beiore Christmasl! and
" in 1865, "lice's Adventures in Wonder-

s YO RE Adon et Uema' - = =

ST IETGr 4 CEr

gqgﬁ:ﬁi‘e n8s literatuve from | =
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Vol. 1, No. 4 — November 3, 1961

e

Publisked by the American Commandity High Sekool
4
b Vel . I, Ne. 4

" Saigen, S-Vietman
Friday, November 3, 196
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RUSSIA TESTS BO-MEGATOE BOME

Nov. 1961-~ The entire
world is shocked and angered over
Russia’e test sxplosicn of its 50-
mnegaton boub.

NATIONAL DAY
Bere in Saigon, the Peopls
and Pregid am @@mmemorated
the 6th nu
lie en &
Plag
from every

e 26,
eould be seen fiying
mh@n {oon't. pagea

POPULAR 'FHWERH LEAVIRG SAIGON
Az we all know, two of our

best liked glzls, Cathie and Lymn

] caving us te go te

Yoday for & one
Europs. Then they wi:
tew for one monbh.
ntyre family will live

sonth tou wf
go to “ba Rt

Thae M
in Bagdsd,
;JM* T srman Bliabindde il Sl

‘versary of thedir repub

®gy for abeut 1%years.

GO D FWN

-

ARNIVAL

ALL 3CHOOL EVENT

The Carni al will be this Sat-
urday efterncci- The fun begins at
2330, A% 530C there will be a TAL=
ENT SHOW: 1The festivities end at
6300 p-m-

All zlass s from the Tth grade
through fthe 12 sh will have one or
twe boeths. T.e students are work-
ing very bard. Great arrangements
are taking ple e; for exampls, the
Seniors are pl nrimg te have a nar-
riage booth. 5 unds like fun, huh?

At the ex rance there will be
students selli ¢ chita. You are to
buy theso with plastres and te use
them im place f money all afternoon.

There wil . be plenty of food for
everyone, hot ‘ogs, candy, drinks ete

The featu e of the aftermoen
will be the at pemdous TALENT SHOW
TLm%a of good t .lent has shown up so
‘don % miva thi  fer snything.

Ceme alow !

There’ll ‘e fun, foed, and lots

of prizes)

Cﬂmmq%@ogég%nﬁ'

Ly e ]
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Page 3
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Friday, Nov. 3,196L
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REPRENTATION STREESED
Ithas been decided ( from the re-
quests of gcvsral students) that ¢ lass
representives are to take a more
active part in representing their
home rpoms in the Student Council,
After sach mesting, each represent lvs
will give a report on the meetings
and bs pesronsible, also, for repr: -
senting their home roons at the
Student Councll Mestings. If ther: is
anything a student would like brou ht
up at these meetings, it is reques .ed
that he should speak to his homero m
Student Council Representative , wio
will, in turn, bring up the point 1.
the Meetings, which are on Mondays
and Thursdays of every week. The p -
presentitives are:
Freshmam clasg~ Lynn Melntyre
Sophomore class— Heather Harr s
Jupior & Senior class-
Ruth Matteson

The Gtudent. Council is looking for
an assistant Treasurer. Anyone in-
terested in the job, please sign tie
notice on the Bulletin Board. Eve:y
application will be carefully con-
sidered,

The Freshman class ought to be
thinking about a good class repre-
sentitive to take Lynn'e rlace wher
she leaves us.

Unfortunately, we have to post.
pong plang for our Christmas Sance
until we know more about the new
regulations that have been passed
keeping large groups of people frov
assembling at social affalrs.

The boys have got their baseball
out fits completed and are really

- Llooking forward to the ganes. Amd

In the
things stre
(1) The
descussed 1
hoping for
hops that ¢
hands in s
supporting
in the pron
(2) The
gel off the
stopd -
(3) No n
rooms == (

b

wssembly there were thrse
sseds

jake Sales = Now Lhat we'w
16 bake sules, we now ape
1 betber turn out znd

1 those who raised their
.port of continuing and
ake sales will helyp
wioh.

.euple riding on busss will
.r buses at scheduled

re smoking in the batlhi-
[RLSY
Karen ¥Walbther

THI

There
downtown Sa g

The Sa
graphic Sal
Ministry of
Rooms at th
Le Loi.

An exh
is being sh
caisme at Gi

There
Vietnamese

Thess
secing. S8i
ing on publ
adiisable t

arpreciatio
achievement.

iE ART EXHIBITS
.rgnthree Art Exhibits in

gen International khoho-

n is being shown at the
Informaticn Display
corner of Tu Do and

bit of Studeant Art work
wn at the Alliance Fran=
i Long.
s also a® exhibit by
rtists in the City Hall.
xhibits are well worth
rce they will be depend-
¢ interest, it would be
g0 early and show your
for these finw cultural

o

Don: Who wa

wibh on Fedday?

Ron: The kbl

the girls are trying out for cheerlaadzﬁhursd&ya

. ing the week after finals.

¢ the redhead 1 saw you

nd I was with on

24
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Bamboo Beacon

Page §

Fricay, LIGVs 3y 1961

BASEBALL SCHEDULI, TEMTITIVE
UNIroRIS COMPIRTS

he members of the seftball

team were presented the last parb =

of their uniforms early this week.
With the distribution of the
blue trousers there followed a
noisy procession to the boyts roon
to try them on.The purchase of the
uniforms found voice by draining
the treasury to a scant § 8000 (V1)
Total bili for the 20 pairs of socis,
20 jerseys, 20 trousevss 6,500 Ple ster|
or about 85 to 590 U.S.
Tow gome fachs sbout the coming
seasong ‘Ihe i‘a.rbt game is suheclulei

1 longer season t.lan last yearg
mox‘e games are tu be played, 3540
this season comparad o 27 lasgt
seasen, However, the number of ple rers
slloved per team has been increase i,
Thic means that the rise of plavinr
hovre per team fuber will be sbun ed
w0 a minlmue Vo games ave schedul d
for Vednesdays, Saturdays and Sund:ygg
Gouble headers will be played duriig
weekday s,

Schedules of the coming season
are hoped to be digtributed by liov.
25 , The season will be vlayed and
divided into thres rowws., All-Star
games are Lo be played. The w<aml ;s
exnected o be briefed on all thess
things. soon.

Foxr all those who participate,
this exercigse will provide at leagi
a small amount of physical educaticn
which most Amerisan boyg don't get rxenﬁ
and which they would, wre they in
the Statese

. best of luck in future games.

A5

Lo S3TAN SOCCKR BHAR

Voering aw: v from ACHS activities,
we want to vecugonive the Indonesian
soccer tear that came to Saigon.
Aifter lesi: 3 the soccer game 1-3 to
Vietnams i 3 players had a party

at Hasnam': , Wednesday. The Tnacnesiagy

team is st L1 one of the beut in the
Asian leug 2 and we wish them the

Dokia

QIR @ HAVE PEP SLUAD

'ﬁﬁirﬁ%gdb club, Thanks a 1o%

girls, Fon ht, tean will neeco 111
the support it can get. This promises
to be a lor i, hard, and we hope,
victorious mnbters

CHE{ i LuADER YRY OUT
the ds e set for the girle
Cheerlearae * try-outs is lovember 23

e wou 4 like teo welcome Larry
Smith back © Saigon. He was in
Hong Kong B days. lLarry is one of
_the Fasebal _Tedms chief ranerodg..

Ard th-n there wasg the
feilow wio fell irto a lers
grinding machire and made a
schtacL .of nimselr.

A émqmmy; An Egyptlan pressed
ror time

girls have cooked up a L
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Friday, NBev- 3, 1961

‘Dimi’s Saturday, the Cecke-Eche pirity

'{HE LAST ECHO
For the peeple whe did't sem: %

Beat of lu

k always, girlsl

was pretiy mish fum. After the box
lumches were sold, feor ataggering
sums of memey, I might sdd, everyl odyj
either wat around amd read "Dewmni; .
the Nenace™ or danced. The mestiig
ended vp in a wild, umimbibited gime
of tag- ;
People, those of you who are

} without us

What 4
and Herry?

Wish &
Fred Eonner
bean leokin
lzat couple

a bit from living in Saigem, ene - hi
she csme out ahead om was her Freich.
She was Sgsiety Editor of the Haml oo

leaving, hand in your new sddresscs swinging, ¥
to Sarah Bush and she will smee thit { W~
yeur annusl ;g sent teo yeu. i How. dt
: * 7 | teen-age bo,
NEW FACE ABOUT ACHS Fopplay e
lates mew arrival. Weloeme, Bil®! —
He comes frem Cedar Falls, Iewa- NEW
: % o The Ba:
SISTFRS (cemtinued page 1) for a mew S
Reira®, Lebanen. igtzzegxzzi
Cathiie says she bas learued (ui The new sl

the newspap

SOCIETY EDITOR?

GRAPEVINE
this all abeut B. P-
A new souple arousing

. nowing enything sbout if-

are were a girl for
becawke he really has
dewn-hesrted these

of weeks. Girls® Start

u knew he im a wenderfu

you 1ike the Indemesisai
5 thaet same %o Vietnam
ar?

.0.8.:0 0%

liqu

PR IS

ooc Beacon is leoking
ziety Ediéor. Snyone

a this pesition is ask-
8 written application.
or will be elected by

e staff,

Beacon. She definmately dees not :amtj
to leave Saigomr because sha thimk:
the kids are nice and she will mirs
us.,-."especially ome hoy,"

Lynn was Stwdent Ceuncil Rep: es-
entative for the Freshman class, : he
feels the same way about leoaving s,

She thinks we are the best bunch «f
kids she has ever known.

When Erpie was asked to comm: nd
upon Cathle'’s leaving he replied.
"I dont want her to go."

When Jef{ waa asked te comme: ©
upen Lymn’s leaving he likewise r-
plied, "I dom’t want her to go."

J! RRY AND DAVID
ADESis juite itself again with
flavid Helle and Jerry Hall beckvin
their seats Both boys have had re-
cent bopts : o the hospital. We wel-
ofme them b -
1 APPY FAMILY
Mz, anc Mrs. Ninh are the proud
parents of ¢ son; their first child,
born en Ost 27. Mre. Ninh is our

wonderful s

2e0l sevretary-

Eone of us want them to leaw: Least ¢ 2id, soonest mended-
but we hepe they have a womderful Robert Browning
time and will write to wus.

=
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Vol. 1, No. 5 — December 7, 1961

N/

Tublished bF the American bommunity Hi

Vol. 1, No. 5

Sehool.

Sa:vigoa 5, Viatnan

December 7,196L

»~w-s-t=—-—-4b

CHRISTMAS DANCE
d you gear what I heard? The
Amer n Community High School 1s hav-
ing & big Christmas Formal.

i It will be held at the Csrcle Spor-
t4f on December 16 th. The admission
‘will bs two hundred pilasires per person
The Student Council is now in the pro-
cess of planning the evening,

The Highlight of the evening will
be the crowning of t¢he King and Queen
and their Court. On Friday, the 'riret
of December twelve candidates wers el-
ected by the students. Tey are as fol-
lowss:

i

Sarah Bush
Barbara bush

Fred Fonner
Steve Johnson

Stgdent Body will have anothsr elsc&.i on
and from the twelve a King and & Queen
will be chosen aleng with two Couples
serving as atbtednants.

1 During the dancé the King and Queen
will rein for one marvelous svening.

It all sounds so exciting! We hope

t

| Karen ¥althers David Holle

: Vicki Creesnamger Ken Yeager

! Bobbie Sheehan Larry Smith

; Randle Léwrance Frank Durhan

i About two daya befors the dancs the
i

{

and have a wonderful time, B.J.8

imesn Candidabes - King Candidateg:

everyone in the High School will attendj

TEAL BARBOR

On Dec. 7, 1941, Sunday, 7:50" AM the
(.8. was launched into World W 5
Japanesa bombers,; horpedo-bombers, and
Zaros stbacked Pearl Havbor in what has
been called the most succsasiul surprise
attack in history. The succecding waves
of aircraft brought complete confusion
to shipe and airfields for scores of pre-

cious minutes as the men struggled to comd

prehend the situation. Records are full

of accannrts of theose struggléng mdwmxm’_

s who foupht the seemingly impossible
facts that confronted them.
ed a plane dive from the clouds; make 3

perfect torpedo approach, drop the Lorpe-
do, and bank away. He simply watched the!
torpeds come in, after all the Navy flyers
were just practicing their approaches as
they were a few days agoj nobilng wousual
about “hat. e explosion and,
as he was thrown to the deck
thinking 1t a pracitice, .‘;cului

L) e o e
ynen W

s,

GODL  Somsb ody‘s gonna git he-— ;
But when the men finally sénsed Lhe
gravity of ths situation, most, being

mors confused, dazed, and mad"lef" than
they had ever besn b«efore in their lives, |
fought back a3 hmst they could. & man
stoofl on the deck of

A man watoh=|
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The anmual Christmas Dance
sponsored by the American Comme
unity High Scheool was enjoyed by all
who attended, The gala evesnt ook
place at the rnain building of the
Cercle Sportif Salgomnais, The
room was effestively decovated
with red and greem crepe paper
and twisted tin can tops,

_ The formal begaa with dinnex
at 8230, Place cards wore usad
to designate where sveryone was
to sit, The candidates for King
and Queen and their dates sat at
the head table, The meaw con-
sisted of hors dloeuvres, salad,
turkey, potatoes, Bombay ice cream
and iced tea.

Finally the moment we all had
waited for came, At 10:00 Brocks
Toland announced the attendante
and the King and Queen, The
aitendants were Ramdie lLawrance
and Steve Johneom, and Kaven
Walther and Franlk Durham,
sxcitedly amnoumced Bobbie Sheshan
as Quesn and Fred Booner as King,
They wallked up to their throme to
be crowned, Bobbie, who was
waaring 2 beantifel biue dress with
matehing heels, was given a lovely
bouquat of flowers, This was
foilowed by an enthusiastic applauss
and the three couples danced io the
King and Queen Walts, The evening
endad after one and a half hours of
ronsic and dancing,

Our chaperones weres Mz,
and Mrs, Jones, Mr, and Mwes,
Powell and Mrs, Rodrigne, We
wish to thank them for chaperoning
our formal, We also heartily
thank the decorating corumittee for
the work they did, and Barbara and
Steve for making all the necsseary
arrangements, All of them did a
marvelous job,

As fer as dress was concerned the
boys wore white dinner jackets and
the girls formal dresses, A faw
couples proceedsd to Brodards
afterwards, S L.H

_to worship Hix:h\qnd Wisemen came

Brooks|

e ﬁme oi pratu,jay md peace for all,

A L U7 S T U R

Larig@nas 18 tae holiday on )
December 25, eonunemorating the
birth of Jesus, The name, Christmas
was first celshraied in the fourth
esmtwry, Before this fime only the
: death of persons had been
celebrated,

The stoory of the birth of Jesus
is a remarkable one, Jesus was born in
A STABLI I Bethiehem where Joseph|
and Mary traveled to pay thier taxes.
A star hung in the sky zbove the
stable whora He lay, Shepherds came

great distincas o offer Him gifts,

Many customs have come aad
gone imto the making of Christwas
festivities. The wminging ocdChristmas
carols is very popular in the Christe
mas seascn, The first carol is said to
have boen sung by the angels when
the birth of Christ was asnouncsed fo
the shepherds, The practice of singing
arosse in imitation of this,

Sending cards is a way of ex-
pressing test wishes at Christmas
thne, It aws firet dome in the nine-
teenth contury

Saint N!c:holm., plnws & big pazxt
in the Christnas festivities, A% one
time, Saint Nisholas seerefly present-
ed thres maldens with bags of money
they might be married, While lesaviag
#ithe money for the third maiden be
wae diseovarad by the father, From
thiz time om, childrem everywhers
have kuows and loved Saint Nicholas
from whom they presents Christmas
morniag. In the 17,5, ,he is keown aaz
Santa Claus,Flis appsarance $s8 very
diffevent from the way ha appears in
other eountrics,nstead of riding a
white horge,be travelse in a tiny
slefgh pulled by eight Gny reindeer,

A eommon belief at Christrmas
time i that andmals have the ab
ility to speak on Christmas Eve,On
this night they teil of their part in
the birth of Christ,

The Christmas tree was first
used in Germany during the time of
Mazrtin Luther,

Lighted candles, the Yule Log,
holy, ivy and mistle toe are often
uged in the Christmas veasom,

Christmasg customs arve diffecent hn

naarly every coantry yet the real
medning behind Christoas is always
the same, The Christinas season ls =2

carals

so that
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and tomorrow wag Chrighmas,

She had a good ery and thes want to
the mirror to fix hevself up, Suddenly
2 brilliant shine came into her eyes,
Rapidly she pulled down her halr and
let it fall to ite own lemgth,It came be-
low her knees, e

 Now , there were two possessions of
James Dillingham Youngs in which they
both fook a might pride,One was Jim's
gold wateh which had beem in the family
for three gemerations, The other was
Dellts hair,

On went her jacket and hat and she

fluttered out the door and the stairs t
the street,

Where she stopped the sign read,
"Mme. Sofronis,"Hair Goods of All Kin
One flight ran Della coliected herself
panting: ' Will you buy my halr?+ After

examining it ,the madame sald, " Twenty the little ones."

dollars'She spemt the mext two hours
ragsacking shops for Jimis present,

She found it at lastit was a platinum : ....@ time to help poor people

chain, simple and chaste in design, As.
soon as she saw it she knew it must
be Jim's,

It was seven o'clock and Jim nl_mn,l&

be in she thought,
The door cpemed and Jim stepped

in and closed it.He looked thin and very

sericus,

"Oh Jim don't look 2% mea that wa:y.‘
said Della,
: Youlve cut off your hair?!Replied
Jim, /
"Cut it off and sold if. Don't you
like me juat as well, anyhow?"

Jim drew aspackage from his overs

coat and threw it on the table,

"Don't make any mistake about me,
Dell, Nothing gould make me 1like my
girl any less, But if you'll open this
package you may see why you had me
going a while at first,

With fingers white and nimble she
tore at the siring and paper. And then
an eamstatic scream of joy jand then
alas! A quick feminine change to hysters
§ ical tears sad walls,

For there lay the COMBS-the sat of
combs side and back<that Delia had wor-But than again some though¥*maybe Santa

shiped for lang in a Broadway window,
Beautiful combs, pure tortois ¢ shells
with jeweled rims.They were expensive
combs, :

She sald with a smile,"Oh, Jim m
hair grows sc fast."

Della leaped up to get Jim his
present. "Ien® it dandy, Jira? Youlll
have o look at the time a hundred tim

1 a2 Aav naw e e 3 A

PR Al 4 ol tn tha Chrtabmng spicthl, )

wateh to get the money to buy your combs'
&

The magi were wise men-wonderfully
wise men-who brought gifis to the Bsbe in
the manger, : :

: 4nd here I have related to you the
story of fwo youmg peopls who foclishly
had given up their two most precicus

gifte for each other,
This shows how sacrificing one ean
love,
5. H,

be for one you really

Ihavcgm tﬁy% more than
A ¢id the other day since my own childe
hood, I went to the various gradee and ask-
ed the children what they thought of
Christmas, Some of the remarks snd comm-
ents they made certainly made me believe
that Christmas isnt Christmas without

In the sixth grade I asked what does
Christmas mean to you?"

"1 think Christmas Eve is murder wait-
ing for Christmas mourining|"
", s0cpecple CAN start fires when Santa
comes down the el ®
e QM. helieve in m
",000YOU Cant exchange gifts.
"It means Christ's Birthday,
".000i8 @ time for being happy.
Yo000 decorate the Christmas tree,
"..nagmg ou O‘Mo
"o0eotime for singing carols,
"o .00 watching trees and pecpls,
"5000m0 HOMIEWOIKe c b0 cvoo
#] like Christmas ‘caues New Year
comus aext and you can take your
girl for a walk in the parl, "
The respomses of the aixth graders were
& bit more dignified and grown up than
those in grades ome and two, These children
had a one track response,' Samta Clawgein =
Those little ones gave beautiful desuripiions
of the"'little man with a tumnmy full of jelly:
Many were pretty worried wondering how
Samta was going to get to Saigon;-
"He can't come in & sleigh, ‘cause there
is mo maow 8o he'll come in his airplans
then give presents in a cyclo-mai, "

will bring snow with him wo his reindesy
wont have to stay ia the North Pole,"
~ Little people seemaed tc enjoy the
Christmas stocking rore than the presents
under the tree. And how greedy|
“Instead of using 2 sock I'm going fo
wse my dad's SoT<R-E-T-CeH-stocking
one bright boy coufided,
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Questicns For Santa
Our wepresentative mel Santo @n.
 his own ground the other day to see if
| he couldn't get the answera to a few
questions sent in by avid readeTd,...
Our firat question vas sont in by
a bypical high schoo ntellochusd roo-
1t the Japaviese are

dous scale for practically nothing, what

| sort of social and cconomic effect is it
i having on your 1ittle people?"”

Santa: "Chuclkde, chuckle, chuckles

Remind me to forget that folla's address.”

Inother of cur raised~on-chicken-fnt
yoaders wrote ins "Since you don't pay the

| bill for falling through the roof lest year,

how do you like your subpoenn?®

Sonta: "Ho, ho, hoi Merry Chrietmas o
you tool"

Another splendid mind quericds "Uhat
cha' gomna bring me for Christmas, ya big
pest?!

Santas "Snicu:er. anicker, snicker,
if you're a good boy and keep doing well
in schosl, 11l bring you & great big bar
of Luva so your mother can wash your mouth

: o,ut i

How this question really got down to
do

ing all the houses'? Do you renl

the roof?"
Santa: “Well, we don't really .and on

the roof. e just hover over if. 'he

reindcer just sorta sit thore and flap

their antlers or wave their legs, sce,"”

3 "That's about all our question: for

| you, oir,” said our intcrviewer, "HMis.

- Jenta Claug, do you have anything o say®"

Mirg. C.¢ "You bet I do! If thut

| pornz beat him to a pulp.

m:‘:s—

1ittle man doesn't get home on time, I'm
I wen't yut up
| with any more of this chaap........" :
"Uh-thoxils yous Halem, And now in

i closing," anarled our reporter, imay 1

wish you all a lierry Chﬁsm&s a.ud &
Happy Tew Year,™
F‘r‘IODM

Tl GURISTIAS VACATIONERS

Q ‘Well, let's sece wvherc everyone's

| asoinz for Chrisimas. IHrs, Harris is

i leaving us for Delat; Mrs, Jones, Mws,

i Rodrique, and lirs. Powell are heading

“ for Hong Kong, 'The Mebteson's ave

,] spending a few doys in Bongkole. Kaven

i is vacabioning in Angor lat, while lrank

is going to Bamgl:ﬂl: and Angor iat but at
1 a differsnt ti e, Gieve and Jeff .alen't
| going to get away fromm schooli Thoy'il

,| ve coing to Hong Kong with the teachers.

© of our festivities, Topped with a star and

iR RS . such imper#an‘l;pn!‘tinthcuw:vmceof
producing everything in toys on o fremen= : o

fvon the early days of Christianity in England,

* by & group of his converts, he struck down &

Troe tonight.

¢ Chadietons?

The Legond of the Chaiisimss Tree
“Boday, the Christmas $ree is the center

zlittering with lights and ormoments i%dis a
part of the bauty and meaning of the Chrlstu-
mEs SeasOn, -

How did the Ohristmas tree coms to play

Chedt s bmas?
. Thers is & legend tbzw cones dmm to ua

One of those 1elping to spread Christisnity
among the Druids was a monk named Wilfred
(1oter Seint (ilfred). Ome day, surrounded

Tmge onk tree, which, in the religlon of the
Druids, was a1 object of worship,

As the oik tree fell to the earth, it
aplit infko foir pieces, and from ilte cenvex
there grew a roung fir tree, puinting toward
the sky. The crowd gagzed in amazement.

Wilfred let his axe drop, and turmed fo
speak: "This 1ittle trce shall be your Holy
It is the sign of an endless
1ife, for its leaves are evergreen. It is.
the wood of pace, for your houses are made
of fir., See aow it points towgrd the heavens.

"ot this be called the tree of the Chyist
Ga'bhez‘ about ifeewtioh in the tdmemefasg

Child,

A o W Havy Shat 18 why the P17 Gise |
is one of our loveliecat symbols of Christmas,

Gossip
Little Bobbie Shechen has been seen lately
with ole Saink Nick driving down the Cobtinab
in a sleigh, pointing etvlittle toys in the .
WANAOWSs0sv0ew

What's this we hear about ken teaching the
alder Covsican girl how o Twist?

Hey Ernie, we've found out whe Michele likeS...o
Koty went to whose house for dinner? 'Bandy's?

Jeff wants to know what cunistpie means, Let's
-mt'diaappeint. Yarileeous

ihat vas that one prasent Veny wented for

Hey Brooks, waat happened o you Tuesdsy morning
botween £0330 and 10:507 You locked like a
cyclone had stmuck you. Uan anyone help e

with this question? Eh, Boys? & 4l

Wnich one of our swect teachers is ,guing to
giveuss & New Tear's Eva Party? We could
use Mrs, Rodrique's val

Z omn ?myinp bandsaess
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: i
DEAR EDITOR

It's hard to belelve ancther year
has almost rolled around. Speaking for
myself, I can say that it's had its ups
and downs; but for the mest part it has
been frogressive. |

I'm so proud of being in the school. 1
this year since we'ws really begun to makel
| it a school. Thank you everyone, because

| we couldn't have done it without you. Th
Student Council has done a good. job in thel
making of our year more injoyible and the
mewspaper has done a lot toward giving us
that "Stateside" spirit, as well as bsing
more fun for all of us, Congratulations
on this new and successful verturs.

I ean already give my personal thanks
to ihe pearbowk staff for 1) the work
they've done ___ and for the riore they
will do! [ g

Many thanks to the teachers and all
the many ways they have helpec us. Va:
could never have "progressed without your

- Sumevne asked me what present I would
give if I could have my choice and whol
would give it to. The present I vant is
to see the high school etudents proud and
interested their school and this :pra—-

P
filled, and I'm sure it will continue to
be.

How can I say mox'e, exeert in wishing
you a Merry Christmas. I hope you're all
as happy with your "presents" as I am with
mine. Have a wondsrful time over the hol=-
idays.

n

Sarah and the Gecko Staff

DEAR FEDITOR ¢
Christmas time is the mos. exeiting
and wonderfull time of the year for us, be-
cause there are parties and deices, family
gatherings, and the wonderful neaning of
Christmae itself. Christmas signifisa love
of all people and warmth. Even without
having snow and icicles it's sasy to gef
into the Christmas spirit. Just look a-
round you the decorations, the trees,
BHe CAPOLB oo mdak ssmssins
A very wonderful Christmas and New -
Year to everyone of you - while you're cel-
sbrating remember the real, dsep meaning
of Christmas. Have a wonderfil vacation
and a joyous New Year.
Stefde Johonson

: SPORTS
ACHS MASTICATES NAVY 18-18

“amall Triumph.

the Sailors" prang trus that might.

e Z L
of cmr AC‘HS First

ithe end of the last round,

players of the ACHS soft ball team, who, per—
ched cockily upon their respective positions,
were: Smith, pitcher; Wegner, cutcher; Steve
J., first base; Teager, second base; Jeff J.,
third base; Eonnar, shortstop; Nelson, right
field; Tousseints, center field; and Henry,
1ift field.

A grand rally at school preceded this,
our first gane of the ssason; all were in high
spirits, and students spent their bresk doing
a snake dance ond deccratmg Mrs. Rodriqueis

= At one time during Friday's gams, havy
had reason to be jubiliant at the score: 10-0,
their favor. But ACHS rallked, and with the
organized and eurnest efforts of our girls!
cheering squsd, the persistance of our gouch,
Father Crawford, and the perseverance of the
Flayere themsilves,ACHS barged forth and pun—
ctured Navy's balsawood hull. Fred's twe
Grand Slams in the park home runs, which thems
selves brought in eight runs, namy fimecatches |
by the outfielders, and snappy infield ppera-
tions, together Lurned what could have been
a disappointing wvwning into a grand 18<12
run affair, and the early-made slogan: “"Sink

And the HIOTRS. GLOBBFR SCHOOL KII)S. o680

string as they lumbered on-
to the fisld % .iniah up what had been a dis=
couraging eventg In the ninth, the score
steood at 21-2 with Headquarters Command in
the far lead. #And so it was that our team
was stunned back to reality by the black and
white score board; it is not who wins or what
the acore is that really counts; int is your
attitude and how you play the game. Of course
the score makes ¢ lot of difference, too.
Summing up, I would say that if we really try,
we should end up at least in first pluce by

So let's hold "em in Friday's game with
VAA; team, or better still, let's knoetk the
blooming =—=--- out of ‘em.

D.Hq

Dec, 8 = Pershing Field“ i blinding :
lights illuminated the r str
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| @lve one person én the world one present,
| vhat and who would it be to2" '

o

ol mans also gave each other fifts; laursl; “o
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CHRISTHAS PRESENTS :
Here are a few replies I got when sev=
eral persona were asked: "II you had to :

I'd give says: T ; '
Kris - myself to a certain boy.
Brooks - a great blg ‘ol kiss to Sarah.
Barb F, = a ticket to Saizon for Danny.
‘Barb B, ~ Steve 2 better disposition.
Michsle ~ 'like Nelson a pair of stilts.
Karen ~ myself a guarantee for | rankie

that he won't flirt with any
girls "cept me.' : -
Ken - myself a 1962 Corvette convertible.b
Frank - Bill a new rabbit.
lMary Ann M. - give Fred & pep pill.
B8i11 %o - Frank a raisin for hia rabbit
whose got rickets,
Arlene 2, Larry a ring.
Lavid H. -~ Bill %, a Toothpick.
Larry 8. = Arlens a ring.
Randy S. -~ Bill W. a one=colersd shirt.
Free - Randy S. a ball glove; he nesds one
Kathy K. = Hichie a gold ring. )
Heather = nyself a trép back to the Stat
eés3 why for? I give up, why?.
Lance * myself five million dollars,

5

Susle = Terry a bax of cigars.

lme. Bachschmitt ~ my heant to my mother.

Sante Claus - everybody & llerry Christ-
mas .

MISTLETOE
Meny of our practiced Christmas gustoms
began long before the birth of Christ.
Some date back to the sncient Roman Saturs
nalia., Herse's a summary of their story:
At the end of December, the Romans honors
‘ed Saturn, their god of agriculture. They

temples. ( The Christmas wreaths we hang
today are like those Roman wreaths.] Ro-

olive and myrtle leaves foir good luck, fig
for a sweeter life, and laups for a bright-
er fubure. ( Today we exchangs predents
with our family friends.)
If you stand under the Mistletos at
Christmas, you are sure to bs kissed.
_you know the real reason 7 :

Do
In Roman times

friendship was under the mistlstoa shrub.
There was also an old Noise myth about
. the Mistletoe: One day, Balder, the Sunm
' God, dreamed he was going ‘o die. He be-
came frightened and went to his mothe
prorised to make every living

niver to harm him. Bald

OF)

i

~ the mistlstos wood.

| od Balder's hesrt.

of the soxscn

unig wieaths on Saturn's statues and in hig :

the one place enemies deglired a truce and [

‘ knowing bacan

i
i
mistletoe; and Loki, the god of mischief i
knew this. Ont of jealousy for the bright, K
handsome dalder, Loki made an arrow out of
Then he gave the arrow !
he blind god of winter and asked |
; cut a wonderful, magic
ome across. Hider, not
e of his blindmess, shot the
arrow up into the alr, and the avrow pherd-
‘ The Sun was dying snd
grew dimwer and dimmer.  The people grieved
because they loved the Sun and knew they
eould not live with out him. Balder's
mother meurnsd so hard thab after three
duys the Sun was brought back to life, and
her tears of happiness became Mistletoe ber-.
riess She wae so harly Lhat she declarsd
that she would kiss all the people wha
mourned for her son, Balder, the Sun. She
asaked them wll to stand under the i stletos !
which she had forgotton to ass not to hurt
her son;. . Halder's mother proclaimed thabt §
fron that day on anyone who walked under
the Mistletoe rust alvays be kissed - to
remeber the rebirth of the Sun. ]
Todgy Mistletoe is used at Ghristmas timafé
1o add-te the gayity, and light heartedness,
Often times it adds humor
£8 person is couxed under
kissed == snd undoubtedly enjoy it. Th
kiss is o symbel of love wnd at Christmas
time everyone loves everyone else == or
should, Simes ocur culture does not usually
permit everyons to ge around kissing everys
one ©lse, the listletoe has bescoms our
excuse under whech anyons can show his
fondness or love for another.
Y : Kelts

to Hed

st
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Recommended Reading

My Father the Spy: An Investigative Memoir

Saigon Station

Escape From Saigon: How a Vietnham War Orphan Became an American Boy

Diplomatic Wanderings: From Saigon to the South Seas

Vietnam, A Memoir: Saigon Cop

In Pharaoh's Army: Memories of the L.ost War

Up Country

Third Culture Kids: The Experience of Growing Up Among Worlds (Second
Revised Edition)

Sponsors

Please support our sponsors, as they support us by making Saigon Kids and American
Community School web site and community available to all Saigon Kids ... Free.

Amazon

Silverfox Company

Hypnosis Downloads

10 Million Clicks For PEACE

Resources
Host Gator — Web Hosting — Unlimited Sites

Aweber - Unlimited Autoresponders — Free Test Drive
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http://www.aweber.com/?295426
http://secure.hostgator.com/cgi-bin/affiliates/clickthru.cgi?id=bobert32
http://www.tenmillionclicksforpeace.org/?sid=34970c44ASe8532Mm06725475
http://www.hypnosisdownloads.com/?2067
http://www.silverfoxtradingpost.com/
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